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As a community of faith, we believe in the intrinsic value of all people. We, South Central Yearly Meeting
(Quakers from Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana), seek to nurture peace, health, and justice for
all Palestinians and Israelis living in the Middle East and in the diaspora.

We honor all Holy Land faith traditions, including Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Druze, the Religious Society
of Friends (Quakers) and all others that have contributed to the rich cultural diversity of the region. We
stand with and hold in the Light our fellow Quakers who continue to suffer through the daily violations of
their human rights imposed by Israeli military for more than half a century. Quakers established a school in
Palestine, more than three quarters of a century before Israel became a state, the only school in the West
Bank that offers the International Baccalaureate degree today.

We encourage discussion about Israel’s current military occupation of and human rights violations in
Palestine.

We challenge ourselves and others to ask thoughtful questions of those who support the military
occupation, being especially mindful of the need for all peoples to have:

resources of food, water and sustainable farms,

infrastructure of electricity,

access to ancestral fishing grounds in the Mediterranean Sea along the entire coast, especially Gaza,
safe housing, including new homes and those of ancient ancestry,

freedom to worship safely in churches, mosques and synagogues,

safe education of all children,

revitalization of hospitals,

free access for everyone to roads and towns to bring goods to market and businesses throughout
Palestine/lsrael.

As Friends (Quakers), we are committed to helping to bring awareness of and an end to military
occupation and human rights violations within Palestine/Israel. We seek to divest ourselves of any
investments in companies supporting military occupation and human rights violations, including
companies that:

Provide products or services that contribute to violent acts that target either Israeli or Palestinian civilians,

Provide products or services that contribute to the maintenance of the Israeli military dominance of Gaza
and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem,

Provide products or services that contribute to the maintenance and expansion of Israeli settlements in the
occupied Palestinian territories,

Provide products or services that contribute to the maintenance and construction of the Separation Wall.

As members of the Religious Society of Friends who believe that all women and men are our sisters and
brothers, we are led to take effective actions like the above responding to the suffering of the Palestinian
people until the Occupation has ended and the basic human rights of those living under the intolerable
conditions of this Occupation are secured.
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Contact peace@scym.org with questions and comments

Guidance for divestment is available at the AFSC’s website (https://investigate.afsc.org/divest).
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