
State of the Meeting Report for Longview Worship Group, 2022 
 
Worship: The Spirit seems to most illuminate our meeting in the period after 
worship when the reflection and centering bears fruit in fellowship and 
discussion. A recent reflection and discussion was on to what extent it was good 
to bring the concerns of daily living to meeting so that they could be held in the 
Light within the individual or whether it was better to lay those concerns aside so 
as to be able to better listen to Spirit. 
 
Meeting Community: We have a strong meeting community and endeavor to 
support our members and attenders in their lives and leadings. One of our 
attenders said in the discussion for the preparation of this report that she and her 
husband drive the long distance to meeting to be with like-minded people. We 
were able to start meeting in-person every Sunday afternoon at 2 pm again in 
March 2022. 
 
Religious Education: We are lacking in this area as we have not done any study or 
religious education for some years. One of our new attenders particularly feels 
this omission. We checked online into the Quakerism 101 course that several of 
us have used in the past and sent it to our members and attenders. One of our 
attenders is checking into the Quaker Basics section of the Friends Journal 
initiative QuakerSpeak. There was some interest in offering the Quakerism 101 
course to the community. 
 
Testimonies: Most of the work with the testimonies has been the work of 
individuals rather than as a meeting. Some of us contribute financially to national 
Quaker groups such as FCNL; one of us has had what is probably the only ‘War Is 
Not The Answer’ yard sign in East Texas on her front lawn since January 2022. 
One of us started a group related to war and peace issues called the Longview 
Peace Group that was ultimately laid down, but the email list and the Facebook 
page for the group are still active. Several of us regularly forward articles on 
political issues to the membership. Some worked in the campaign for Beto 
O’Rourke for governor. 
 
Decision Making: We do not have many formal business meetings, but we try to 
follow Quaker process on consensus and listening to the Spirit and each other in 
all things. 



 
Intervisitation and Outreach: We have a strong relationship to the Unitarian-
Universalist Church in Longview where we meet in their Religious Education 
building. This year (2023) we were invited to give the sermons for the month of 
March on the subject of peace to their congregation. 
Some of our attenders have traveled to visit the Caddo Area Friends Meeting and 
there was interest in attending the Friends Church in Shreveport. One of our 
members who lives very far away attends various Quaker meetings online. 
 
Membership Changes: One of our members moved in September 2022 to 
Grapevine Texas to be closer to her family. She is very much missed. We have one 
new attender and one who has recently started attending again after a long 
absence. We have 11 on our emailing list with an average attendance of 5-6 each 
Sunday afternoon. 
 


